[Spotted fever imported into Norway in 1997].
Tick-borne rickettsioses are important zoonoses in many tropical and subtropical areas. There has recently been an increase in the number of reported cases among tourists returning to Scandinavia. In this article we present all five serologically confirmed cases of tick-borne rickettsioses imported into Norway in 1997. The patients were Norwegian tourists who had visited South Africa (three cases), Zimbabwe, and Italy. Four cases had typical eschar and three had maculopapular exanthema. The patients were treated with either doxycycline or ciprofloxacin. No complications were reported. The diagnosis of tick-borne rickettsiosis was confirmed by the detection of specific IgM antibodies to Rickettsia conorii using micro-immunofluorescence in serum samples.